
AIM for Seva USA Chief Operating Officer Srini Raman visited 
many of our projects in India this year on behalf of all those who 
support our life-transforming work. This report is designed to give 
a meaningful look into the significant impact being made in our 
children’s lives – and the priority AIM for Seva places on stewarding 
your contributions well. We invite you to read through his trip 
highlights and learn about all you’re making possible.

This year’s GYLP trip 
welcomed 26 U.S. high 
school students (14 girls 
and 12 boys) from coast 
to coast for a two-week 
immersive experience. 
For the first time in 
the program’s 11 years, 
participation was truly 
diverse and global, with one 
Jewish/Hindu student and 
two caucasian students, as 
well as their parents, who 
served as chaperones. 

GYLP offers students the 
unique and life-changing 
opportunity to travel to 
India, teach and learn in 
a rural English medium 
school in a Manjakkudi 
village, and be exposed 
to the local customs 
and lifestyle. 

Srini coordinated and 
oversaw the students’ 
experience, which included:

Students performed classical 
dances, music and singing.

COO’S India Trip  
Report to Donors

Bonding sports such as football, frisbee, kabaddi, and volleyball were enjoyed by all.

AIM for Seva Chairperson Sheela Balaji held an 
interactive Q&A and distributed certificates to students. •	 Teaching spoken English, 

applied math, and science 
concepts to the children

•	 Developing the children’s 
English reading and 
writing skills

•	 Creating experiences to 
build childrens’ confidence 
and public speaking 
abilities

•	 Learning spoken Sanskrit 
from the classroom teachers

•	 Visiting several chatralaya 
to experience a day in the 
life of our boys and girls, 
share musical talents, enjoy 
games, and hold Q&As 

•	 Learning about the rice 
growing and harvesting 
process at our 50-acre 
organic farm

•	 Visiting a school that 
helps sustain India’s Vedic 
knowledge and traditions 
through a seven-year 
intensive curriculum.

Global Youth Leadership 
Program Trip



Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science | 
Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu

Srini toured a newly operating two-story college building, 
one story of which was funded by a New Jersey donor 
in honor of his mother. The donor was unable to travel 
and witness firsthand the impact of his contribution, so 
Srini made the tour possible for him via a virtual call. The 
college’s principal and leadership team walked the entire 
building for the call, which made it an emotional and 
meaningful experience for the donor. 

The college has introduced a three-year AI curriculum, 
with 60 students enrolled. Srini visited the AI lab being 
built thanks to funding by a generous donor. 

Swami Dayananda Matriculation School | 
Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu

STEM labs have been created at both the college and 
school from funding received by local corporations. 
This program exposes students to robotic, drone, and 
driverless technology, allowing them to learn about 
coding, sensors and electronics through hands-on 
and instructional methods.

Inder & Prabha Sharma Girls School | Khategaon, 
Madhya Pradesh

Srini spent time interacting with the students and 
teachers at this beautiful school serving 336 girls from 56 
surrounding villages in 14 districts. The school educates 
students in kindergarten to grade 12, and is adjoined by 
the Gayathri Devi AIM for Seva Chatralaya for Girls, 
which brings the dream of a formal education right to 
their doorstep. 

Boys’ Chatralaya | Udupi, Karnataka

A few hours were well spent interacting with the 70 
boys that call this chatralaya home. Children from 56 
surrounding villages benefit from this chatralaya, and 
plans are underway to have an even broader impact 
through the construction of a vidyalaya campus. The 
campus will hold a school, the boys’ hostel and a girls’ 
hostel and sit on 4 acres of purchased land. Srini gave a 
personal tour of the chatralaya and the land to a potential 
donor from New York City who is considering sponsoring 
the school. 

 
Boys’ Chatralaya | Udaipur, Rajasthan

Lunch was enjoyed with the boys who hail from 30 of the 
surrounding remote villages. The boys then took Srini 
to the spot where 5 acres of land has been purchased for 
the future construction of a residential school campus. 
Donors are being sought to help fund this project. 

Boys’ Chatralaya | Jaipur, Rajasthan

This well-run chatralaya of 60 boys serves 51 area villages. 
Srini enjoyed hearing about their daily lives and joining 
them for lunch and dinner, which was some of the most 
delicious food he had ever eaten. The day concluded with 
evening prayer time and singing. 

School  Visits

Chatralaya Visits



Vidyalaya (Residential  
School Campus) Visits
Vidyalaya School Expansion | Indore, Madhya 
Pradesh | Inauguration 

An inauguration ceremony was held to mark the 
completion of the school expansion construction, 
which Srini took part in. Students presented a cultural 
performance as part of the celebration. Funding for the 
project was provided by a couple from Florida in honor 
of their son who had passed away. 

Vidyalaya Construction Site | Rajgurunagar, 
Maharashtra

Srini checked in on the status of the construction of the 
boys’ and girls’ hostels and the school for this vidyalaya 
campus, which is nearing completion. Funding was 
provided in full by donors from California, New York 
and Pennsylvania. 

Vidyalaya Campus | Roorkee, Uttarakhand | 
School Inauguration

A grand celebration inaugurating this newly constructed 
school began with a morning prayer and concluded with 
the formal ceremony. The event was attended by notable 
guests including an Indian Cabinet Minister. Srini and 
AIM for Seva Chairperson Sheela Balaji represented the 
nearly one dozen U.S. donors who funded this project. 

Srini spent a day at the Swami Dayananda Krupa Home, a safe and 
secure community where empathetic care is provided to adults 
with developmental disabilities. The 10-acre campus is a haven that 
allows residents to lead lives of happiness and dignity – and eases the 
minds of their family members. A team of health care professionals 
support their needs for their lifetime – regardless of the ability to 
pay. Conceived by Pujya Swamiji, the home has 31 male residents, 
aged 18-65 years, with conditions such as autism, cerebral palsy, 
and schizophrenia. 

The home’s director gave Srini a tour of their newly constructed 
facilities, including the training and resource center, activity center, 
treatment center, modernized kitchen and dining room, and laundry 
room. Activities are designed to keep residents active, both physically 
and mentally, and feeling encouraged, productive and valued. 

Krupa Home Visit 
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Srini’s trip concluded in a most personally meaningful 
way. He, his wife, and two sons visited the school in 
Manjakkudi that had a block dedicated in the name of his 
parents. It was quite moving to see what was once merely 
a piece of land blossom into a school bustling with nearly 
1,000 underserved children from rural and tribal villages 
eager to learn and build a bright future. 

Srini was extremely proud to share this firsthand 
experience with his family and to continue to show 
his sons the incredible impact that can be made by 
contributing toward the betterment of childrens’ lives. He 
encourages everyone to consider leaving a legacy in honor 
of their loved ones and to pass on this tradition of caring 
to the next generation. 

It was our founder’s vision to create a movement of 
seva and caring to bridge the urban-rural divide and 
give all children of India access to a quality formal 
education. That vision is brought to life because 
of the generous contributions of a compassionate 
community. Thanks to you, AIM for Seva educates 
9,000 students and provides a nurturing home away 
from home for 3,500 children in our chatralaya each 
year – reaching 2,700 villages across 17 states of 
rural India. 

We invite you to visit our schools and chatralaya 
when you are in India to meet our children  
and learn how your contributions  
are transforming their lives. 

A Personal 
Family Legacy

Be the Movement

“It is simply breathtaking the amount of 

development and progress that Manjakuddi has 

gone through since the first day I visited 18 years 

ago. In the words and goal of Pujya Swamiji, I can 

now wholeheartedly say, Manjakuddi is the model 

village that serves as a beacon of hope and light 

for underprivileged areas of rural India. Manjakuddi 

now hosts two high schools and a college, the likes 

of which one would struggle to believe exists in a 

village unless they’ve seen it themselves.”

Excerpt from a letter written by  
Srini’s son, Varchas, to Sheela Balaji:


